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Abstract: In seismically active areas, knowledge of the actual behavior of bridges under seismic load
is extremely important, as they are crucial elements of the transport infrastructure. To assess their
seismic resistance, it is necessary to know the key indicators of their seismic response. Bridges built
before the adoption of standards for seismic detailing may still contain structural reserves due to
the properties of the used materials and construction approach. For example, smooth reinforcement
which is found in older bridges due to the material properties, detailing principles, and lower bond
strength compared to ribbed reinforcement, allows for greater deformations. In bridges, columns
are vital elements employed in the dissipation of seismic energy. Their cross-sections often deviate
from the regular square, rectangular, or round cross-sections, which are typically found in building.
Based on the behavior of the columns in the vicinity of potential plastic joints, we can determine their
deformability. This paper presents an experimental study of seismic resistance indicators around a
potential plastic joint for a column with an atypical cross-section, without seismic details and with
smooth reinforcement. The experimental results are compared with the numerical and analytical,
but also with the experimental results on samples with ribbed reinforcement. Conclusions are made
about the behavior of such column elements and their seismic resistance indicators, allowing for
the application of an analytical or numerical method with realistic material and element properties
and derivation of correction factors due to the effect of the smooth-reinforcement slippage from the
anchorage area.

Keywords: plastic hinge region; smooth reinforcement; M/ϕ characteristics; atypical cross-section

1. Introduction

The assessment of the condition of existing bridges and their appropriate and optimal
maintenance plan is certainly an issue that will take priority over the design of new
transport infrastructure in the near future. To be more precise, the construction of much of
today’s European transport infrastructure began in the 1960s and more and more European
bridges are approaching their planned lifetime [1,2]. This hot topic is further accentuated by
exceptional events and the increasing failure of bridges in recent years, which, in addition
to material damage [3,4], also has tragic consequences.

It is also worth mentioning that these structures are often located in areas of extreme
seismicity. The current design approach for new structures implies that it is uneconomic to
design structures that provide a fully elastic response to the design value of seismic actions.
An alternative is the widely accepted structural design approach for smaller seismic design
loads, while at the same time detailing them according to the rules of ductile behavior so
that they can withstand significant seismic loads due to inelastic deformation. There are
many existing bridges that were designed according to now outdated norms which did not
contain guidelines for the design of elements for ductile behavior. Some even older bridges
do not even take earthquake loads into account. The degree of ductility of these bridges is
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unknown. Therefore, the question of the correct seismic assessment of bridges is still open
for research.

Several previous studies [5–9] indicate that structures that are not designed and detailed
for seismic actions may still have some degree of seismic resistance. The loss of bond strength
between concrete and smooth reinforcement, but also the better ductility of such reinforcement
allows for greater deformability of the elements. In general, previous research on structural
elements has focused on elements typical of high-rise buildings (beams, columns), which are
produced with ribbed reinforcement [10–14] while a smaller number of studies evaluate the
seismic resistance of bridges, especially girders [15–17] and arches [18–21]. By analyzing the
main parameters of the seismic resistance indicators [22–24], selecting a suitable evaluation
method [25], and using the currently available guidelines for the evaluation of structures [26]
and recent research in this field [10–14], it is possible to determine seismic resistance reserves
of bridges that have not been previously designed and detailed for such actions.

Nonlinear methods are mainly used to assess the seismic load-bearing capacity of
existing bridges [25–27]. The application of such methods requires the knowledge of the
actual behavior of the structure, either the actual rotational capacity of the elements under
static load, if non-linear static analyses are used, or under cyclic load, if non-linear dynamic
analyses are used.

The ductility of reinforced concrete elements in the cracked state is estimated based on
of the effective stiffness when the yield strength is reached. A review of the literature shows
two approaches in defining effective stiffness [11]. First approach is the theoretical effective
stiffness obtained from the relationship between the bending moment My and the chord
rotation θy when the yield point is reached. This approach is more suitable for assessing the
state of existing structures. The second approach is empirical formulation which is more
suitable for designing new structures. The chord rotation at the yield point depends on the
sum of the rotations of all cross-sections along the height of the element. The rotation of
the end section is dominant. The end section of columns fixed to the foundation, arch, or
superstructure is the key component in assessing the seismic resistance of bridges.

The ratio of moment and cross-section rotation is the basis for deriving the value of the
cross-section rotation parameter ϕy when the yield point is reached. Several expressions
[14,28,29] can be found in the literature to calculate the approximate value of cross-sectional
rotation during yielding. These expressions can be used to estimate the value of rotation
when the yield point is reached for rectangular and circular sections. In bridge structures,
we often use cross-sections of columns that differ from these two typical shapes, i.e., cross-
sections for which a detailed M/ϕ analysis is required to obtain information about their
rotational capacity.

Accurate data input (shape and dimensions of the cross-section, arrangement, and
quantity of longitudinal and transverse reinforcement) and the properties of the materials
used (stress and strain ratio) are crucial to obtain the most accurate ratio of moment to
rotation of the cross-section. This refers primarily to the ratio between stress and strain,
which should be considered as close as possible to the actual behavior of the material
(non-linear diagrams). The accurate determination of the bending moment to rotation
diagram of reinforced concrete sections is a reliable indicator of the bearing capacity of
elements under seismic loads [30,31].

In simplified calculations of reinforced concrete elements, the connection between the
reinforcement and the concrete is considered completely fixed. This assumption can be
applied in areas where very low stresses occur between concrete and reinforcement. In
areas with high shear stresses, such as in sections around cracks, relative deformations
between concrete and reinforcement occur. For this reason, the slip effect must be used as a
parameter when analyzing the behavior of the structural element [32].

The low bond strength between reinforcement and concrete directly affects three main
deformation mechanisms: Bending, shear, and end section rotation. The results of experi-
mental research show an average 35% higher deformation capacity of elements made with
smooth reinforcement compared to elements made with ribbed reinforcement [7]. While
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the deformability of elements with smooth reinforcement is increased due to their better
ductility properties, it simultaneously decreases due to the nonseismic detailing of such
elements. Unconfined concrete has significantly lover properties in the region of plastic
hinges than confined concrete. Tests have shown that the level of the rotational capacity
is significantly affected by the amount of axial force applied and that the deformability
of the elements decreases almost linearly under the influence of such a force [33]. An
insufficient number of tests on elements with such properties suggests caution in assessing
their deformability.

In addition to rectangular, square, and circular cross-sections, which are all typical for
columns in buildings, bridge columns often have cross-sections whose seismic resistance
indicators cannot be analyzed using the previously mentioned expressions developed by
individual researchers.

The purpose of the research presented in this paper is to define the seismic resistance
indicators of the columns of the existing bridge, which have an atypical cross-section
with smooth reinforcement and without seismic details. The experimental part of this
research extends the current base of the tested column thus providing the improvement
and development of the standards for the seismic assessment of structures.

2. Experimental Testing
2.1. Specimens Information and Production

A total of 15 column specimens were prepared for experimental testing. Previous
experimental researches are presented in [34–38]. Since this research focuses on indicators
of seismic resistance of existing bridges, specimens of the test columns were modelled
according to an over-arch column of a real bridge built in 1968. This column does not have
any seismic details. Cauchy relations [39] were used to reduce the physical quantities of the
real column to the size of a specimen suitable for laboratory tests. Scaling factor 4 was used.
Comparative cross-sections and material properties of the actual column and specimen are
shown in Figure 1.

The columns were manufactured under controlled production conditions. First the
anchor base of the column including the reinforcement of the column was erected, then the
column itself was concreted. This erection process resulted with a construction joint at the
connection between the anchor block and the column. During the erection of the columns,
samples were taken to check the material properties of the concrete and reinforcement. The
static system of the test column is a console that was fixed to the laboratory floor. Several
column specimens are prepared to test different types of horizontal loads (monotonic and
cyclic) and different axial load levels (100, 125, and 150 kN). The columns differ according
to the diameter (8, 10, and 12 mm) and the type of longitudinal reinforcement (smooth or
ribbed). Details of the column samples are given in Table 1. The values of the reinforcement
area coefficient (related to the cross-sectional area) and the normalized axial force (ratio of
the applied axial force to the total cross-sectional resistance) are also given.

For later analysis and comparison of the results, the columns were divided into four
series with common parameters. The first and largest series of nine column specimens
comprised columns with the same geometric characteristics, but differing in load type and
magnitude of axial force. In the second and third series, the columns differed in the type
of load and the geometric characteristics of the cross-section, while the level of axial force
was the same. The fourth series included columns with ribbed reinforcement for different
load types and axial force levels.

By choosing the appropriate ratio of column height to section height, the dominant
bending stress of the column was ensured while the shear stress was minimized. The
magnitude of the applied axial force was determined by modal analysis of the global bridge
model using the spectral load from the actual bridge position Figure 1. The total axial force,
which is composed of the column dead weight and the seismic load, was also reduced
to experimental values using Cauchy relationships. The final result of such an approach
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in experimental modeling is that the cross-sectional rotation in the area of plastic joint
formation is the same for both the actual column and the tested specimen.
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Figure 1. (a) The comparison of geometric and material properties of the existing column and model, (b) global bridge
model for assessment of actions on columns.

In order to carry out the experimental investigations, it was necessary to first investi-
gate the behavior of the column under the influence of the expected loads. The expected
displacement at the top of the column and the structural behavior of the column in the
area of the plastic joint (area of reinforcement plastification, concrete crack zone, and the
level of compressive stresses in the concrete) are important parameters that determined the
positioning of the individual measuring instruments.
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Table 1. Column specimens’ characteristics.

Sample
Designation

Reinforcement
Type

Applied
Load

Reinforcement
Diameter

Reinforcement
Area Coefficient

Axial Load
(kN)

Normalized
Axial Load

AB-NS-001-1 GA 240/360 Monotone Φ10 and Φ8 0.0081 100 0.05
AB-NS-001-2 GA 240/360 Monotone Φ10 and Φ8 0.0081 100 0.05
AB-NS-001-3 GA 240/360 Cyclic Φ10 and Φ8 0.0081 100 0.05
AB-NS-001-4 GA 240/360 Cyclic Φ10 and Φ8 0.0081 100 0.05
AB-NS-001-5 GA 240/360 Monotone Φ10 and Φ8 0.0081 150 0.07
AB-NS-001-6 GA 240/360 Monotone Φ10 and Φ8 0.0081 150 0.07
AB-NS-001-7 GA 240/360 Cyclic Φ10 and Φ8 0.0081 150 0.1
AB-NS-001-8 GA 240/360 Cyclic Φ10 and Φ8 0.0081 150 0.1
AB-NS-001-9 GA 240/360 Cyclic Φ10 and Φ8 0.0081 125 0.08

AB-NS-002-1 GA 240/360 Monotone Φ12 and Φ10 0.0120 125 0.07
AB-NS-002-2 GA 240/360 Cyclic Φ12 and Φ10 0.0120 125 0.07

AB-NS-003-1 GA 240/360 Monotone Φ12 and Φ8 0.0103 125 0.07
AB-NS-003-2 GA 240/360 Cyclic Φ12 and Φ8 0.0103 125 0.08

AB-NS-004-1 B 500B Monotone Φ10 and Φ8 0.0081 100 0.07
AB-NS-004-2 B 500B Cyclic Φ10 and Φ8 0.0081 150 0.10

Geometric features for the numerical model were taken over from the experimental
model according to the dimensions. During the planning of the experiment the prop-
erties of the materials used were not yet known, so that for this numerical model the
assumed values are similar to those in the documentation of the bridge project. A nonlinear
numerical analysis of the column was performed, considering the material and geometri-
cal nonlinearity, and the results obtained were important for the further planning of the
experiment.

The test specimen consisted of two parts, an anchor block, and the column itself. The
dimensions of the anchor block 90 × 80 × 45 cm were defined by conditions to achieve a
firm fixation in the laboratory floor. All specimens had the same dimensions, with only
minimal deviations that occurred during the erection. The height of the column measured
from the anchor block was 185 cm. The cross-sectional shape of all columns was a polygon
with maximum dimensions of 40 × 20 cm. The dimensions of the column specimens and
the reinforcement details are shown in Figure 2.

The longitudinal reinforcement of the column was continuous over the entire length.
The bars ended with hooks to achieve a good anchorage between the reinforcement and the
concrete. The column specimens differed in the cross-section depending on the amount of the
longitudinal reinforcement. A typical arrangement consists of four bars arranged around the
center of the cross-section and four bars at the edges of the cross-section. Table 1 shows the
diameters of the longitudinal reinforcement for each column specimen (the first diameter is
for the reinforcement in the center of the cross-section and the second diameter is for the edge
reinforcement). The amount of longitudinal reinforcement in the cross-section area was in
the range of 0.8–1.2% and is shown in Table 1. The transverse reinforcement consisted of a
four-legged stirrup of smooth bars Ø6 mm with a spacing of 25 cm. The position of the initial
stirrup was shifted by half the distance of the transverse reinforcement from the cross-section
with the maximum bending moment in order to reduce the effects of confinement around the
concrete crushing area.
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2.2. Test Setup and Protocol

Special equipment adapted to the dimensions of the column was used to test the
column specimens in order to ensure fixed conditions in the laboratory floor and sufficient
force introduction into the column. The joint axis of the fixing anchor bolts passing through
the column foot are perpendicular to the axis of the horizontal press and is located in the
axis of the column. Such an anchoring position did not provide sufficient fixation, so that
an additional steel grid had to be erected to ensure fixation to the laboratory floor. The steel
frames on which the presses are located were additionally stiffened with struts to minimize
the displacement of the anchoring points of the press.

All 15 specimens were loaded with axial and horizontal force at the top of the column
(end of the static cantilever system). A total of two presses were used to apply this force—a
vertical press with a capacity of 1000 kN and a horizontal press with a capacity of 250 kN,
both with hinged connection to the steel frame. The load transfer from both presses was
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achieved by a specially designed steel cap at the top of the column. The horizontal press
was located at a height of 2.3 m above the laboratory floor. The horizontal press was
supported by a hinged connection to the frame structure and the connection to the column
cap. Due to the rotation of the column cap and thus the axial displacement of the horizontal
press, it was additionally supported at its other end. The elements and dimensions of the
test set-up are shown in Figure 3.
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Figure 3. Test setup.

In the first phase, the desired value of the axial load was applied by a vertical press
(Table 1). The vertical force was applied by means of a force control. Due to the large
number of measuring points, all measuring points were checked after the force was applied
and the position of a single measuring instrument was recorded. The first test phase was
the same for all test specimens. In the second phase a horizontal load was then applied.
The second test phase differed depending on the type of load (monotonic, cyclic). The
horizontal load was applied by the displacement control method, i.e., a time interval is
defined in which a certain displacement is reached. The horizontal force was measured by
a compression–tension dose with a capacity of 100 kN. This type of dose had to be used
because of the cyclical input of the horizontal force at the top of the column. Due to the
horizontal displacement at the top of the column, the vertical press rotates and was thus
stretched. This leads to a decrease in the press force, so that a constant force correction is
required to keep the vertical force constant. At this stage the displacement in the horizontal
press increases until the specimen fails. The effect of the rotation of the vertical press results
in an additional horizontal force that acts together with the horizontal press. This effect
can be seen in Figure 4.
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Before starting the test, the distances of the individual press supports and the positions
of the axis of the steel cap dowels in relation to the column axis were known (Figure 4).
During the test the displacement of the column top ∆ was measured with an LVDT mea-
suring device, and the rotation of the axis of the column top β was measured with an
inclinometer. In addition to the geometrical measurements, the components of the forces
in the direction of the axis of each press were also measured. The actual vertical and
horizontal force components acting on the column top were further determined according
to the relationships shown in Figure 4.

2.2.1. Monotonous and Cyclic Load Application

During the testing of the specimens, the increase of the horizontal load was controlled
by manually entering the displacement of the horizontal press. In the case of a monotonous
load, the curve of the displacement increment was programmed so that the horizontal
press rested for a certain time (1 min) after each 10 mm displacement increment in order to
check the measuring points (Figure 5). These pauses during the test were also necessary to
determine the development of cracks and to mark and measure their widths.
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The quasi-static cyclic load input report was preformed according to the guidelines
given in [40].

The following guidelines were adopted in the testing protocol:

• In total, two load cycles were performed for each load (displacement) amplitude;
• More than six load cycles (8 cycles) have been carried out until the lowest damage limit
• The value of the maximum amplitude was determined from the monotonous testing

of the elements
• The number of load input cycles was more than 10 (22 cycles)
• Each subsequent load amplitude is approximately increased according to the follow-

ing expression:
αi+1 = 1.4 × αi (1)

where αi is the amplitude of the previous step and αi+1 is the amplitude of the next
step.

A cyclic curve was formed according to the above guidelines and then applied with a
computer-controlled horizontal press by entering a displacement cycle from 0 to 100 mm.

The displacement was increased until the moment of failure of the concrete in the
compression section at the bottom of the column. After the maximum horizontal displace-
ment was reached and all the measuring points were recorded, the horizontal press was
returned to its initial position, followed by the unloading of the vertical press.

The maximum displacement of the top of the column was 100 mm for all monotonically
tested specimens. In all tested specimens, failure occurred in the compressive area of the
concrete in the lower section of the column.

2.2.2. Measuring Instruments and Measured Parameters

Several different measuring instruments were used during the test (Figure 6). Strain
gauges were attached to reinforcing bars prior to concreting, LVDT extensometers were
placed at characteristic locations on the outer surface of the column, LVDT measuring
instruments were used to control the displacements of characteristic points and to measure
the relative deformations of the end section, inclinometers were used to measure column
rotation and dial gauges without electronic recording were used to cheque the displacement
measurements. In addition to the above mentioned measuring instruments, LVDT was
also installed in the presses and measuring doses to define the magnitude of the load and
displacement of the press at each test step. Most of the measuring instruments were located
near an expected plastic joint.
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The stress level and deformation in the longitudinal reinforcement bars was moni-
tored by strain gages installed during the concreting of the specimens. The position and
number of the strain gages were not the same for each specimen. Since there were several
parameters determined by experimental analysis, the strain gages were placed in the most
suitable locations for recording the results of each parameter. All columns had built-in
strain gages on the rebars in the area of the end section in the compression and tension
zones. In most cases one strain gage is installed in the compression zone and two strain
gages in the tension zone. For monotonically tested specimens, the compression zone
of the cross-section is uniquely determined, whereas for cyclically tested specimens the
compression zone is considered to be the one in which compressive stresses occur in the
first load cycle. For monotonically tested specimens, which are marked AB-NS-001-2,
AB-NS-001-6, and AB-NS-004-1, four additional strain gages were installed at the height of
the plastic joint on the tensile reinforcement at distances from the end section of 100, 200,
250, and 300 mm. Cyclically tested column specimens marked AB-NS-001-4, AB-NS-001-8,
AB-NS-001-9, AB-NS-002-2, and AB-NS-003-2 had strain gage pairs (compression-tension
side) at heights of 100, 200, 250, and 300 mm. An additional stress level was monitored
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by a strain gage installed in the anchor foot just below the end section on the columns
with the designation AB-NS-001-1; AB-NS-001-3; AB-NS-001-5; AB-NS-001-7; AB-NS-001-9;
AB-NS-002-1-2; and AB-NS-003-1-2. HBM K-CLY4-0030-1-120-3-020-N strain gages with a
3 mm measurement base were used. Figure 7 shows the arrangement of the measuring
devices near the plastic joint. The column AB-NS-001/18/9-9 is shown in this figure, as
this column had the most measurement points.
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AB-NS-001/18/9-9.

LVDT extensometers were placed at the level of the plastic joint formation on both
sides of the column to measure the relative deformations. Strain transducers with a
measurement base length of 100 mm were used. A pair of strain transducers were placed
at the bottom of the column to measure the relative deformations near the end section of
the column. Due to its dimensions, the measuring instrument cannot be placed at the end
section itself, but 150 mm from the bottom of the column. A second pair of extensometers
was placed at the level of the plastic joint, the position of which was obtained from the
numerical analysis. This served to obtain the relative deformations at this point and to
confirm the accuracy of the numerical calculation. From the experimentally obtained values
of relative deformations, the cross-sectional rotations were calculated, but also, if found,
the crack width around the measured base of the extensometer was recorded.

The measurement of the displacement at the column top was performed with an LVDT
instrument with a measured base of 250 mm. This displacement was also controlled by
the LVDT installed in the horizontal press. Together with the inclinometer, which was
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mounted in the upper third of the column, this displacement provided all necessary values
for the calculation and correction of the forces applied at the top of the column.

The expected rotation of the end section in relation to the base was measured with two
LVDT gages mounted on the column surface with a measuring rod resting on the column
base. In combination with the results of the internal strain gage and the data from this
LVDT, it was possible to determine the rotation of the end section due to the loss of bond
strength between the concrete and the smooth reinforcement.

2.3. Testing of Material Mechanical Properties

A total of five series of three column specimens were erected. In total, three samples
were taken from each series to test the compressive and tensile strength of concrete and the
static and dynamic modulus of elasticity Figure 8. The compressive and tensile strength of
concrete was tested on cubes of 150 × 150 × 150 mm, the modulus of elasticity on prisms of
100 × 100 × 400 mm according to standardized methods [41–45]. The average values of the
results obtained are shown in Table 2. For each series of columns, differences in properties
were found. The values obtained from the tests were used in the further analysis.
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Table 2. Performance of concrete.

Series
fcm,cube

Derive from Testing
(MPa)

fcm=
0.8fcm,cube/0.92

(MPa)

fck=
fcm-8
(MPa)

fck,cube=
fck/0.8
(MPa)

Ecm=
Derive from Testing

(GPa)

1 47.27 41.10 33.10 41.38 33.62
2 47.93 41.68 33.68 42.10 33.76
3 35.97 31.28 23.28 29.10 30.97
4 40.83 35.50 27.50 34.38 32.17
5 36.23 31.50 23.50 29.38 31.04

Smooth and ribbed reinforcement bars were both used for the reinforcement, depend-
ing on the individual column specimen. The reinforcement test is shown in Figure 8. For
longitudinal bars smooth (Ø8, Ø10, and Ø12 mm profiles) and ribbed reinforcement (Ø8
and Ø10 mm profiles) were used. The mean values of the reinforcement properties derived
from testing are shown in Table 3. The transverse reinforcement was made of smooth bars
with a diameter of Ø6 mm.

Table 3. Performance of reinforcement.

Type of
Reinforcement

Reinforcement
Diameter

Es
(MPa)

fyk
(MPa)

ftk
(MPa)

εyk
(‰)

εsh
(‰)

εuk
(‰)

Smooth reinforcement
GA 240/360

Ø8 2.1 × 105 375.0 492.0 1.786 8.581 119.0
Ø10 2.1 × 105 402.0 539.0 1.914 13.95 129.0
Ø12 2.1 × 105 346.0 470.0 1.649 13.52 141.0

Ribbed reinforcement
B 500B

Ø8 2.0 × 105 597.0 676.0 2.98 12.4 42.6
Ø10 2.0 × 105 571.0 643.0 2.855 12.0 46.43

3. Numerical and Analytical Analysis

In order to compare the experimentally obtained results, a numerical and analytical
analysis of the ratio of moment and rotation of the end section was carried out. To obtain
the best possible comparison, the properties of the material obtained experimentally on the
samples taken during the erection of the columns were used.

The numerical analysis was performed with a commercial software professionally
used for bridge structures using FEM. A non-linear numerical analysis was used, which
included material and geometric non-linearity. The material properties were taken as
material working law diagrams (stress/deformation ratio) for concrete (Equation (2)) and
for reinforcement (Equations (3)–(5)). These expressions resulted in a good match of the
constitutive laws with the experimentally obtained ones. The quantities and the position
of the reinforcement in each cross-section of the column were taken in the same way as
in the experimentally tested specimens. Numerical column models comprise cantilever
3D beam finite elements (mesh size 2 cm) with 6 degrees of freedom which are fixed for
all translations and rotations at the point corresponding to the connection of the column
and the anchor block. The beam axis was assigned the column cross-section in its center
of gravity. Model of the column was then loaded horizontally in steps corresponding to
those performed in the experimental tests. The load increase was carried out until the
load-bearing capacity of the element was reached. The vertical axial load was entered
immediately at the beginning of the calculation and remained unchanged until the end of
the calculation. The amount of the axial load changes for different columns (Table 1). Due
to the properties of the software package used, it was possible to perform the calculation
until the maximum concrete stress value and the corresponding relative deformation was
reached. Then the ratio of moment and rotation of the final cross-section was observed.
Points of interest, such as the yield strength, are marked to compare the results. Only
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the monotonic load was applied in the numerical analysis and the results obtained were
processed for comparison with experimental and analytical results.

The analytically obtained ratio of moment and rotation of the end section is presented.
This ratio is described by three characteristic points in the curve, which represent the cross-
sectional state due to the load increase. The first domain is up to the point where the first
crack occurs, followed by the domain until the yield strength of the reinforcement is reached
(or concrete compressive failure), and finally the domain until the load bearing capacity of
the cross-section is reached (concrete tensile strength or compression zone failure). The
domain between the characteristic points was achieved by gradually increasing the load.
Non-linear material properties were used. The non-linear stress-strain ratio specified in [46]
was used for concrete, while the ratio specified in [47] was used for reinforcement.

σc

fcm
=

k · η − η2

1 + (k − 2) · η
(2)

where σc and εc are compressive stress and strain respectively. The coefficients η and k are
given in [32].

0 ≤ εs ≤ εykσs = Es · εs ≤ fyk (3)

εyk ≤ εs ≤ εshσs = fyk (4)

εsh ≤ εs ≤ εukσs = ftk −
(

ftk − fy
)( εuk − εs

εuk − εsh

)2
(5)

In Equations (3)–(5), εs and fs are the reinforcement steel strain and stress, Es is the
elasticity module, fu and εsu are the stress and strain at the ultimate stress, fy and εy are the
stress and strain at the yielding.

As the cross-section was not seismically designed, the influence of the concrete re-
inforcement confinement was not considered, i.e., the stress–strain ratio of unconfined
concrete was used. The method itself includes the analysis of the equilibrium of internal
and external forces acting on the cross-section. The internal forces resulted from the ten-
sion and compression part of the concrete cross-section and the force in the tension and
compression reinforcement, while the external forces were the axial compression force and
the bending moment. The irregular shape of the cross-section was divided into a sufficient
number of strips with the corresponding values of stresses and strains, which were then
integrated into the resultant of the compression and tension zone of the concrete. The
analytically obtained ratio agreed well with the numerically obtained results, as shown
in chapter 4.4. Due to the large number of parameters that have different influences on
the cross-sectional behavior, the analysis of the influence of each parameter on the ratio of
moment and cross-section rotation helped in understanding the results of the experimental
analysis. The method of analysis used is presented in [48].

4. Experimental Results and Discussion

The results of the monotonically and cyclically tested specimens are given below. The
results are presented in the form of the ratio of moment and rotation of the cross-section
at several points in the area of the plastic joint (Figure 9 and Figure 13). The width and
distribution of the cracks along the height of the element is shown in Figure 11. The rotation
of the cross-section was measured at three points along the height of the element, starting
at the bottom of the column. The first point is located directly at the connection of column
and anchor block, the second point is located at a height of 150 mm from the bottom of the
column, while the third point is 350 mm from the bottom of the column.
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Knowing the level of the horizontal and vertical force and the displacement and
rotation of the top of the column, the bending moment in each section was determined.
The bending moment of a single section includes the influence of the horizontal force
component, the influence of the vertical force due to the rotation of the vertical press, and
the influence of the vertical force due to the displacement of the column top (P-∆ effect).

There are many parameters that influence the result of the relationship between
bending moment and section rotation. The interaction of the individual parameters makes
it difficult to define the degree of influence of each parameter on the indicators of seismic
resistance of the element. Therefore, in the next chapter separate results for monotonically
and cyclically loaded specimens are presented and commented on in detail in order to
draw final conclusions.

4.1. Monotonously Tested Specimens

In total, seven column specimens were tested with a monotonic load. The speci-
mens AB-NS-001-1, AB-NS-001-2, AB-NS-001-5 and AB-NS-001-6 are made with smooth
reinforcement and have the same cross-sectional properties (same amount of reinforcement-
central reinforcement 4 × Ø10 and corner reinforcement 4 × Ø8). The first two specimens
were loaded with a force of 100 kN, while the other two specimens were loaded with a
force of 150 kN. The specimens AB -NS-002-1 and AB -NS-003-1 were loaded with the same
force of 125 kN, but had different diameters of the longitudinal reinforcement bars. The
central cross-sectional reinforcement (4 × Ø12) is the same for both specimens. The corner
reinforcement is different, it is 4 × Ø10 in the first specimen, while it is 4 × Ø8 in the second
specimen. The last monotonically tested specimen with the designation AB-NS-004-1 was
produced with ribbed reinforcement, 4Ø10 as central reinforcement and 4Ø8 as corner
reinforcement. This specimen was loaded with an axial force of 100 kN. The geometrical
properties and the type of longitudinal reinforcement of each column are given in Table 1,
while the mechanical properties of each type of reinforcement are shown in Table 3.

For monotonically tested specimens, the analyzed results of the moment and the
rotation ratio showed a clear correlation. The main characteristic of all tested specimens
is a high ductility due to the plastic deformation of the smooth reinforcement around the
plastic joint resulting in a large displacement at the top of the column. The behavior of the
column in three characteristic cross-sections of the monotonically tested column specimens
is shown as the M/ϕ relationship in Figure 9.

Experimentally obtained curves show three characteristic domains of the ratio of
moment and rotation of the cross-section: the domain until the occurrence of the first crack
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(the initial part of the diagram where the curve of the ratio of moment and rotation for
all samples coincides), the linear elastic domain until the occurrence of the cross-section
yield (the part of the diagram from the beginning of the separation of the curves up to the
beginning of the horizontal part of each curve) and the plastic domain up to the limit state
of the bearing capacity of the cross-section (the horizontal part of the diagram).

After the first crack has appeared, there is a significant separation of results for each
sample. The reasons for this are differences in cross-section properties, material properties,
and changes in axial force.

When the yield strength of the reinforcement is reached, we move to the third domain
of the diagram, which shows a small slope of the curve tangent for all monotonically
examined samples. This relationship between moment and cross-section rotation is then
continued until the specimen fails.

From the ratio of moment and cross-section rotation it is clear that in the end cross-
section and cross-section at a height of 150 mm there is a yield area, whereas in a cross-
section at a height of 350 mm the yield area only occurred in two tested specimens (in
one specimen AB-NS-004-1 with ribbed reinforcement and in one specimen AB-NS-001-2,
which showed a different crack pattern). All tested specimens manufactured with smooth
reinforcement have a pronounced plastic area that is five times or more larger than the
elastic area. The influence of the axial force on the bearing capacity is also visible, as well
as the influence on the rotation of the cross-section around the plastic joint. A higher
axial force leads to a higher bending resistance of the cross-section, but also to a slightly
lower rotation of the cross-section when reaching the final limit state. This can be seen
from a comparison of monotonically tested columns loaded with an axial force of 100 kN
(AB-NS-001-1) and columns loaded with a force of 150 kN (AB-NS-001-5). These specimens
have the same cross-sectional properties but different axial force levels.

Besides the influence of the axial force, the influence of the amount of the longitudinal
reinforcement is also clearly visible. The samples AB-NS-002-1 and AB-NS-003-1 were
produced with different diameters in the corners of the column (AB-NS-002-1: 4 × Φ10,
AB-NS-003-1: 4 × Φ8), whereby a larger amount of reinforcement is expected to increase
the load-bearing capacity of the column. These two specimens were tested with the same
axial force (125 kN) and were erected in the same series so that their concrete properties
are the same. It should be noted that in addition to the amount of horizontal force and the
amount of reinforcement (diameter), there are also differences in the mechanical properties
of the installed reinforcement.

In order to compare the influence of the different types of reinforcement, the results of
the experimental testing of three specimens, which were carried out with the same amount
of reinforcement, are compared. Specimens AB-NS-001-1 and AB-NS-001-2 were made with
smooth reinforcement, while specimen AB-NS-004-1 was made with ribbed reinforcement.
The same axial force (100 kN) was applied to all three specimens by experimental testing.
When examining the moment to rotation ratio of the end cross-section, we can see that the
specimen made with ribbed reinforcement can reach a limit moment almost 40% higher
than the specimen with smooth reinforcement with the same properties. The same can be
concluded by observing the other two cross-sections in which the relative deformations
have been measured, thus determining the ratio of moment and rotation of the cross-
section. From this it can be concluded that the specimen made with ribbed reinforcement
has a higher load bearing capacity than the specimens made with smooth reinforcement.
It should be emphasized that by testing the compressive strength of the concrete on
cubes of specimens made with ribbed reinforcement, the mean compressive strength was
determined to be 36.2 MPa, while the same was determined for specimens with smooth
reinforcement at 47.3 MPa. From this it can be concluded that the load-bearing capacity
of the specimen would have been even higher if it had been made from the concrete with
the same properties as those of the two specimens made with smooth reinforcement. If we
compare the end cross-sectional rotations of these specimens, we can see that a specimen
made with ribbed reinforcement has a significantly lower value of cross-sectional rotation
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on failure than specimens made with smooth reinforcement with the same geometrical
properties and the same level of applied axial force. However, if we look at the rotation
of other measured cross-sections along the height of the ribbed reinforced specimen, we
can see that a slightly higher value of rotation was measured at failure than for smooth
reinforced specimens. From this we can conclude that the cross-sectional rotation is more
evenly distributed over the height of the member in the ribbed reinforcement specimen
than in the specimens made with smooth reinforcement where the dominant rotation
occurs in the end cross-section and in the cross-section where the first crack occurs.

Most of the monotonically examined specimens made with smooth reinforcement do
not show a clear boundary between the areas in the diagram. If one considers bending
moment and section rotation ratio for all tested specimens, it is not possible to determine
the beginning of the reinforcement yield clearly. The reason for this is the loss of bond
strength between the concrete and the reinforcement, which significantly influences the
cross-sectional rotation. The gradual reduction in the stiffness of the element makes it
difficult to detect the appearance of the first crack. For specimens with ribbed reinforcement,
these limits are somewhat more pronounced.

The effect of gradual loss of bond strength and its influence on stiffness is visible in a
constant change of the tangent slope almost from the beginning of load introduction (the
ratio M-ϕ does not show a constant tangent slope until the first crack). This is particularly
evident in the diagram of the ratio M/ϕ of the end section. In the two other observed cross-
sections, the characteristic points in the diagram are more clearly visible (sudden jumps in
the slope of the tangent of the diagram). The tested column specimen AB-NS-001-6 shows
a sudden loss of stiffness immediately at the beginning of the test, followed by a strong
increase in stiffness with the ratio M/ϕ almost vertical. This is considered to be caused
by a slippage between concrete and reinforcement at the beginning of the test due to a
larger unanchored part of the bar as a result of the column erection method, which then
causes a decrease in stiffness. As the process progresses, the effects of slipping become less
pronounced and lead to a significant increase in stiffness.

4.2. Specimens Cracking

The pattern of crack development of all monotonically tested specimens made with
smooth reinforcement is characterized by the occurrence of two dominant cracks. The first
crack is a crack of the previously mentioned end cross-section. The second crack occurs in
most specimens near the first stirrup (125 mm from the bottom of the column).

A monotonically tested specimens showed a crack at a height of 200 mm, which differs
significantly from all other specimens (the ratio of moment and cross-sectional rotation of
this specimen also showed differences compared to other tested specimens). These two
cracks at the bottom of the column have a constant change in width as the displacement
of the top of the column increases and have a significant effect on the amount of element
rotation around the plastic joint. Other cracks along the height of the column do not
show significant width growth during the test (in some cases it even decreases). The crack
width measurements of each specimen are shown in Figure 10. The results given apply to
monotonic (designation M) and cyclic (designation C) specimens.
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The cracks shown are located on the plastic joint itself, but also in the immediate
vicinity. The crack designations contain the distance of the observed crack from the bottom
of the column. The figure shows the dominance of the crack at the end cross-section and the
smaller but still significant influence of the first crack from the bottom of the column of all
monotonically tested specimens. For monotonically tested specimens (AB-NS-004-1) made
with ribbed reinforcement, the crack width at the end section is almost half of the crack
width of specimens made with smooth reinforcement. The crack in the end cross-section
is also significantly less pronounced compared to the first crack from the bottom of the
column. The occurrence of cracks in the sample with ribbed reinforcement was observed
up to a height of 1.2 m from the bottom of the column, whereas in the samples with smooth
reinforcement the height of the crack reached only 0.65 m. In total, two specimens made
with a larger amount of longitudinal reinforcement (AB-NS-002-1 and AB-NS-003-1) also
show a smaller crack width in the end section and thus a lower dominance of the crack in
relation to the adjacent crack. It should be noted that a larger amount of reinforcement was
achieved by increasing the reinforcement diameter, while the position and distribution of
the reinforcement over the cross-section remained almost the same (the only difference is
the position of the center of gravity due to a larger bar diameter).

Figure 11 shows the width and distribution of cracks at the location of the plastic joint
and in its vicinity for cyclically tested specimens. For almost all cyclically tested specimens,
the dominance of the crack is visible at the end cross-section. In contrast to the monotonous
tests, these tests show that the second crack from the bottom of the column is significantly
less dominant and does not deviate much from the other cracks above. According to the
measured crack sizes at the location of the plastic joint and in its immediate vicinity, the
specimens with ribbed reinforcement behave in the same way as specimens with smooth
reinforcement. The difference is only visible in the height at which cracks occur. In the case
of the cyclically tested specimen with ribbed reinforcement, cracks appear up to a height of
1 m, whereas in the case of specimens with smooth reinforcement the crack height is the
same as in the monotonously tested specimens and is about 0.65 m.
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4.3. Cyclically Tested Specimens

Cyclic load tests were carried out on eight column specimens. Figure 12 shows the
hysteresis loop for one test column obtained through the ratio of the transverse load and
the displacement of the column upper end. A gradual increase in the area of the hysteresis
loop with an increase in the displacement cycle is visible, which results in greater energy
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dissipation. The low bond strength between reinforcement and concrete affects pinching
effect. The gradual reduction in stiffness in each cycle is favorable in term of the seismic
resistance of the columns. For cyclically tested specimens, the results were prepared in
such a way that envelope curves were derived from the hysteresis curves, which connect
the extreme values of the curves and thus define the relationship between moment and
cross-sectional rotation, which can be analyzed further.
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As with monotonically loaded specimens, the diagram of the ratio of moment to
rotation obtained here can be divided into three characteristic areas. In the second area,
the results for each specimen differ due to the geometrical and material properties of the
individual specimen and the amount of axial load. Figure 13 shows the behavior of a
single column specimen in three characteristic cross-sections around the plastic joint area.
Their analysis shows the influence of each parameter on the load bearing capacity and
deformability of the column.

The specimens AB-NS-001-3, AB-NS-001-4, AB-NS-001-7, AB-NS-001-8, and AB-NS-
001-9 are made with smooth reinforcement and have the same cross-sectional properties.
The longitudinal reinforcement in the central part of the cross-section is 4 × Ø10, while the
reinforcement in the corners is 4 × Ø8. The differences are only in the applied axial load
and the concrete properties, as they are not all from the same series. The first two specimens
were loaded with an axial force of 100 kN, the other two with a force of 150 kN, while the
last specimen was loaded with a force of 125 kN. For the first two specimens, the mean
compressive strength of the concrete tested on cubes was 47.5 MPa, while the other three
specimens were loaded with 36.0 MPa. The specimens AB-NS-002-2 and AB-NS-003-2 were
loaded with the same axial force of 125 kN, but their geometrical and material properties
of the cross-sections are different, as they are made with smooth reinforcement. As with
the monotonically tested specimens of the same series, the differences are in the amount
of the reinforcement. The longitudinal reinforcement in the middle of the cross-section is
Ø12 mm. In the first specimen, the corner bars are Ø10 mm, in the second specimen these
bars are Ø8 mm. The concrete compressive strength test showed a small difference in the
average compressive strength for both specimens, as they were not erected in the same series.
The average compressive strength of 40.8 MPa was measured in the specimen AB-NS-002-2,
while the compressive strength of 36.2 MPa was measured in the specimen AB-NS-003-2. The
specimen AB-NS-004-2 is made with ribbed reinforcement. The reinforcement around the
center of the cross-section is Ø10 mm, while the corner reinforcement is Ø8 mm. The average
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compressive strength of the concrete cube is 36.2 MPa. The specimen was loaded with an
axial force of 150 kN.
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A characteristic failure of all specimens occurs as crushing of the concrete in the
compression area around the end section after large deformations of the tensile area due
to the loss of bond strength between reinforcement and concrete and the yielding of
the reinforcement.

As with the monotonically tested specimens, no clear boundaries are visible between
the individual areas of the M/ϕ ratio of the end section diagram, while in the other two
sections these boundaries are more pronounced. The reason for this is again the loss of
bond strength between the reinforcement and the concrete, where there is no sudden
change in the slope of the diagram due to the loss of stiffness after crack formation. In
cyclically tested specimens, the effect of the loss of bond strength between reinforcement
and concrete on the decrease in stiffness during loading with horizontal force is not visible,
as was the case with a monotonically tested specimen.

The influence of the axial force on the displacement–force ratio is visible in the first four
cyclically tested specimens. During the test, the specimens AB-NS-001-3 and AB-NS-001-4
were loaded with a lower axial force than the specimens AB-NS-001-7 and AB-NS-001-8,
resulting in a lower cross-sectional load capacity. It should be noted that the compressive
strength test showed that the first two sets of specimens had a concrete compressive
strength one class higher than the other two (47.5/36.0 MPa). It can therefore be assumed
that the differences would be even greater for the same concrete properties. Looking at
the rotation of the cross-section when the failure is reached on the same specimens, it can
be seen that for both specimens with a smaller value of the axial force, the rotation of the
cross-section is higher. Specimen AB-NS-001-9 was tested with an axial force of 125 kN.
The load bearing capacity of this specimen is between the specimens tested with forces of
100 and 150 kN, while its rotation is lower than that of the other specimens tested in this
series, which is also due to the lower compressive strength of the concrete.
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The specimens AB-NS-002-2 and AB-NS-003-2 were made with different amounts of
reinforcement in the corners. The column AB -NS-002-2 column has a larger amount of
reinforcement (4Φ10) than the column AB-NS-003-2 (4Φ8), so the load-bearing capacity is
higher as expected.

If we compare columns AB-NS-001-7, AB-NS-001-8, and AB-NS-004-2, we can see
differences in the load-bearing capacity of smooth and ribbed reinforcement of cyclically
loaded columns. These columns are made with the same amount of reinforcement, have
approximately the same concrete properties and are loaded with the same axial force,
but the column made with ribbed reinforcement AB-NS-004-2 showed a 30% higher load
bearing capacity than the column made with smooth reinforcement. If we observe the
rotation of the end cross-section of specimens with the same geometric properties and the
same amount of axial force applied, we see that the specimen tested with ribbed reinforce-
ment has a slightly lower rotation on failure than the specimens produced with smooth
reinforcement. The difference here is not as pronounced as in the case of monotonically
tested specimens.

The results of measuring the relative deformations of the cross-section at a height of
150 and 350 mm from the bottom of the column and the corresponding values of cross-
section rotation show the behavior of the column at the plastic joint. For the cross-section
at a height of 150 mm from the bottom, we can see that in most of the tested specimens
a third area, i.e., the area of plasticization, was present. At a height of 350 mm from the
bottom, the two specimens reached the values where plastification takes place.

4.4. Comparison between Results of Analytical and Numerical Analysis

By measuring the relative deformations at the location of the extremely loaded cross-
section (at the bottom of the column), the amount of cross-section rotation at which the
yield strength of the reinforcement was reached was determined. The results obtained were
compared with the values of the cross-section rotation when the yield strength obtained by
analytical and numerical methods was reached. As the analytical and numerical results do
not include the effect of slippage of the smooth reinforcement, a significant difference of the
experimentally obtained cross-section rotation when reaching the yield strength is visible.

Figure 14 (above) shows the moment and rotation ratios for the end cross-section of the
two monotonically tested specimens. Experimentally, analytically, and numerically obtained
curves are compared in the diagram. The first specimen was made with smooth reinforcement
(Figure 14 top left) and the second with ribbed reinforcement (Figure 14 top right).

The point of reaching the yield strength obtained by experimental tests is shown by a
rhombus marking, while the point of reaching the analytically and numerically obtained
yield strength is shown by cross and triangle markings. The cross-sectional rotation at the
point of reaching the analytically and numerically obtained yield strength almost coincides,
while the difference of the experimentally obtained rotation angle in comparison with
the two previous analyzes is marked with the notation ∆ϕ. The given diagrams clearly
show the differences in the angle of rotation of the cross-section when reaching the yield
strength of the specimen made with smooth reinforcement and the specimen made with
ribbed reinforcement. Specimens with smooth reinforcement show a significantly greater
deviation of the experiment results from the numerical or analytical analysis.

The values of the angle of rotation angle when reaching the yield strength of other
monotonically tested columns are shown in Figure 15. A comparison of the results for
the end section and two sections where relative deformations were measured in relation
to the results obtained analytically and numerically is given. The results of the tested
specimens with smooth reinforcement show on average a five-times higher rotation of the
experimentally obtained end section when reaching the yield point compared to the results
obtained with analytical and numerical methods which do not take into account the effect
of slippage from the anchoring area (Figure 15). For specimens with ribbed reinforcement
(AB-NS-004), the rotation angles of the end cross-section when reaching the yield point
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in the experiment have a significantly smaller difference from the results obtained by
analytical and numerical analysis (two-times the rotation of the experimental result).

Appl. Sci. 2021, 11, x FOR PEER REVIEW 25 of 30 
 

 
Figure 14. Moment to section rotation ratios: (a) monotonous specimen with smooth reinforcement; (b) monotonous spec-
imen with ribbed reinforcement; (c) cyclical specimens with smooth reinforcement; (d) cyclical specimen with ribbed re-
inforcement. 

Figure 14. Moment to section rotation ratios: (a) monotonous specimen with smooth reinforcement; (b) monotonous
specimen with ribbed reinforcement; (c) cyclical specimens with smooth reinforcement; (d) cyclical specimen with ribbed
reinforcement.

After opening the first crack, specimens made with smooth reinforcement also show a
greater deviation of the experimentally obtained moment to rotation curves compared to
specimens with ribbed reinforcement. The effect of slipping of the smooth reinforcement
from the anchorage area on the side of the anchor block and the column body itself
influences the rotation of the cross-section as soon as the first crack occurs.
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The greater distance between the anchoring points of the smooth reinforcement leads
to a greater relative deformation of the bar and thus to a greater rotation of the cross-section,
which then accumulates at the end cross-section. From this it can be concluded that the
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ribbed reinforcement bars are better anchored in the concrete, which leads to a shorter
length where relative deformation occurs, and thus to a smaller angle of rotation of the
end cross-section.

To compare the ratio of moment and cross-sectional rotation of smooth and ribbed
reinforcement under cyclic loading, comparative M/ϕ diagrams of two specimens with
smooth and one specimen with ribbed reinforcement are shown in Figure 14 (below). In
addition, the locations where the yield strength of the reinforcement is reached are marked
according to different analysis methods. For cyclically tested specimens, the difference
between the angle of rotation when the yield point is reached, which was determined by
experimental analysis, and those determined numerically and analytically for smooth and
ribbed reinforcement is significantly smaller than for monotonously tested specimens. This
leads to the conclusion that these two types of reinforcement around the plastic joint behave
similarly with regard to bond strength under cyclic loading. Alternating load cycles with a
compression–tension effect causes the concrete to be crushed near the reinforcement ribs,
which causes the non-anchored part of the ribbed bar to increase in size and thus behave
like smooth reinforcement, so that the results for both smooth and ribbed reinforcement
are closer together.

The results of measurements on cyclically tested specimens made with smooth re-
inforcement show similar behavior near the end cross-section as monotonically tested
specimens. The rotations of the end section and the section where the first crack occurs
are dominant. For cyclically tested specimens, the difference between the experimental
results of the end section rotation when the yield strength is reached, and the analytical
and numerical results is somewhat smaller compared to monotonically tested specimens.
On average, the difference is four-and-a-half-times higher than the difference between
the rotation of the experimental measurements compared to the analytical and numerical
results. As with monotonically tested specimens, the reason for this discrepancy is the loss
of bond strength between concrete and reinforcement in the anchorage area of the smooth
reinforcement.

Differences between the cyclically tested specimens and the monotonically tested
specimens can be seen in the specimens made with ribbed reinforcement. A 50% larger
rotation of the end cross-section of the cyclically tested specimens can be seen in comparison
to the monotonically tested specimens made with ribbed reinforcement. Since the influence
of a higher axial force reduces the rotatability of the cross-section, it can be assumed that
the difference would be even greater since the cyclically tested specimen was loaded with
a 50% higher force. This proves that ribbed reinforcement with high ductility properties
(B500 B) behaves much better under cyclic loading in terms of element ductility than under
monotonic loading.

5. Final Remarks

This research defines important indicators that influence the behavior of a column
with an atypical cross-section, loaded by seismic action, erected without the guidelines
for anti-seismic reinforcement placement, and made with smooth reinforcement in the
area of plastic joint formation. From the analytical and experimental analysis results, a
great influence on the properties of the material and therefore the importance of modeling
them accurately in order to define more realistically the indicators of seismic resistance
was achieved. Using non-linear material properties in analytical and numerical analysis,
results have been obtained that are approximately equal to those obtained in experimental
analysis, with deviations due to slippage of reinforcement from the anchorage area.

For most of the specimens tested, all three methods used showed a good agreement
of results in the linear range. Small deviations of the results occurred immediately after
the opening of the first crack and significant deviations are visible when the yield strength
is reached. The main reason for the discrepancy between the results was the slippage of
the reinforcement from the anchorage area. In addition, there were deviations due to a
mismatch of the stress-strain curve (material properties) after the beginning of hardening of
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the reinforcement steel-difference between the working law diagrams of the experimentally
obtained reinforcement and the theoretical diagrams used in analytical and numerical
analysis. Another reason are the deviations that occurred during the erection, such as
deviations in the dimensions of the cross-section and thickness of the protective layer of
the reinforcement.

Comparing monotonically and cyclically tested specimens, significant deviations of
the end section rotation when reaching the yield strength are visible in relation to the
analytical and numerical analysis. For all monotonically tested specimens, the rotation of
the experimentally obtained end section is about five times greater than that obtained by
analytical and numerical analysis. For cyclically tested samples, this deviation is somewhat
smaller and is on average four-and-a-half-times greater. In the case of monotonous testing
of spacemen made with ribbed reinforcement, the difference obtained is much smaller
and is twice the rotation in the experimental results. When comparing the results of the
specimens made with ribbed reinforcement, a 50% higher rotation of the end cross-section
of the cyclically tested spacemen compared to the monotonously tested spacemen can be
seen. From this it can be concluded that significant deviations of the end section rotation
when reaching the yield point are due to the loss of bond strength between concrete
and reinforcement.

When the final limit state is reached, the deviation of the experimental results in
relation to the analytical results is much smaller than when the yield point is reached. This
proves that the influence of reinforcement slippage from the anchorage area decreases as
we approach the final limit state.

Depending on the arrangement and width of the cracks around the plastic joint
formation area in columns with smooth reinforcement, the following can be concluded:

• First cracks appear in the early phase of loading for most of the tested specimens (up
to 20 mm displacement at the top of the column).

• Discrete cracks generally developed around the area of the transverse reinforcement.
• For all specimens, cracks appear first at the location of the initiated crack (end section).
• The first crack was formed mainly at a height of 120–140 mm from the bottom of the

column and, together with the crack at the bottom, represents the place of plastification
of the element.

• Other cracks stop expanding after some time (when the displacement at the top
of the column is 40–50 mm) and remain within the limits allowed for reinforced
concrete elements.

From the above it can be concluded that the total plastic deformation is reduced to
a rotation around the crack of the end section and the first crack from the bottom of the
element. The same can be concluded by analyzing the rotation of three characteristic
cross-sections. It can be observed that most of the plastic rotation is concentrated in the
end section, while in the cross-section of the first crack the amount of plastic rotation is
much smaller, and in the cross-section of the second crack (the third cross-section observed)
plastification is almost non-existent in most of the specimens tested. From all the above, a
conclusion is drawn about the height of the plastic joint for monotonically and cyclically
tested specimens, which mainly develops to about the height of the first crack and is 0.7 h,
where h is the height of the cross-section in the load direction.

For specimens with ribbed reinforcement (monotonically tested), the plastification
height extends up to a height of 1.2 h, which corresponds approximately to the values given
in [11]. From this it can be concluded that the given expression is calibrated to elements
with ribbed reinforcement and its application to elements with smooth reinforcement is
questionable. The experiment has shown that for specimens with ribbed reinforcement, the
crack widths are evenly distributed over the height of the column, the larger ones at the
bottom, and the smaller ones because the distance from the bottom is greater. The same
applies to the distribution of rotations along the height. This explains why the plasticizing
zone in specimens with ribbed reinforcement is distributed at a higher column height than
in specimens with smooth reinforcement.
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For specimens with ribbed reinforcement, the differences in the results of the cyclic and
monotonic tests should be emphasized. The specimen subjected to the cyclic test showed a
similar behavior in the area of the plastic joint as the specimen with smooth reinforcement
(two cracks dominating at the bottom of the element), in contrast to the monotonically
tested specimen where the results are significantly different. Alternating load cycles cause
the concrete to be crushed in the vicinity of the reinforcement ribs, resulting in a larger area
of the non-anchored part of the reinforcement and therefore greater relative deformation.
From all the above it can be concluded that this behavior in the vicinity of the ribbed
reinforcement further contributes to the ductility of elements made with highly ductile
ribbed reinforcement (B 500 B).

The behavior of the elements in the vicinity of the formation of plastic joints under the
influence of seismic loads has not yet been sufficiently investigated. This refers primarily
to structural elements that were erected before the adoption of regulations and guidelines
for the seismic calculation and design of earthquake-resistant elements, to elements that
do not have adequate quantities of transverse reinforcement and reinforcement for the
concrete core enclosure according to modern design guidelines. Due to the special charac-
teristics of their structural elements, but also the way they react to seismic actions, bridge
structures must be included in future guidelines for the assessment of existing structures.
These guidelines will certainly become increasingly applicable due to the large number of
structures that require a more detailed analysis of the load-bearing elements to determine
their actual seismic resistance.

The results of this research are applicable to the analysis of the basic indicator (Diagram
M/ϕ) of the seismic resistance of atypical cross-sections. It will allow for the application of an
analytical or numerical method with realistic properties of the materials and elements and the
derivation of correction factors due to the effect of slippage of the smooth reinforcement from
the anchorage area.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, M.S. and A.M.I.; methodology, M.S. and A.M.I.; software,
M.S. and A.V.; validation, A.M.I., A.V., and G.H.K.; formal analysis, M.S.; investigation, M.S.;
resources, M.S., A.M.I., A.V., and G.H.K.; data curation, A.M.I.; writing—original draft preparation,
M.S.; writing—review and editing, A.M.I., A.V., and G.H.K.; visualization, M.S.; supervision, A.M.I.
and A.V.; project administration, M.S. Please turn to the CRediT taxonomy for the term explanation.
Authorship must be limited to those who have contributed substantially to the work reported.
All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.

Funding: This research received no external funding.

Institutional Review Board Statement: Not applicable.

Informed Consent Statement: Not applicable.

Data Availability Statement: The data presented in this study are available on request from the
corresponding author. The data are not publicly available due to privacy restrictions.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest. The funders had no role in the design
of the study; in the collection, analyses, or interpretation of data; in the writing of the manuscript, or
in the decision to publish the results.

References
1. Calvi, G.M.; Moratti, M.; O’Reilly, G.J.; Scattarreggia, N.; Monteiro, R.; Malomo, D.; Calvi, P.M.; Pinho, R. Once upon a Time in

Italy: The Tale of the Morandi Bridge. Struct. Eng. Int. 2019, 29, 198–217. [CrossRef]
2. Nicodème, C.; Diamandouros, K.; Diez, J.; Durso, C.; Arampidou, K.; Nuri, A.K. Road Statistics—Yearbook 2017. Eur. Road Fed.

2017, 2017, 93.
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